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O B I T U A R Y N E W S L I S T I N G S
The Times-Dispatch news staff reports the deaths of Virginians and
former Virginians in the Remembering pages of the �B� section of
the paper. Information in this listing includes the deceased person�s
full name, age, city/town of residence, occupation and the full
name of the deceased�s spouse, whether living or dead. These list-
ings appear once. There is no charge for them.

There are three types of death listings: �Metro,� for people who
lived in the Richmond area; �Virginia,� for those who resided in the
state but outside the Richmond area; and �Elsewhere,� for former
Virginians who moved out of the state or out of the country. An
�Elsewhere� listing must include the city/town where the former
Virginian lived.

The funeral director assisting a family usually provides the news-
paper with information for a death listing. Relatives also may report
the information if they provide the name and telephone number of
a funeral home, cremation or anatomical society, church or hospital
that can confirm the death. The news department must receive
and be able to verify the particulars by 7 p.m. for next-day publica-
tion.

To call in a death listing, phone the news obituary department at
(804) 649-6115. Death listings may be faxed to (804) 649-6888. A
fax form is available upon request. Listings may also be e-mailed to
newsobits@timesdispatch.com.

See samples of listings below. Note that The Times-Dispatch
prefers to include the maiden names of women whenever they are
mentioned in the listings.

Examples of News Death Listings:

METRO
Doe, Mr. John Edward Sr., 81,

of Richmond, a retired XYZ
Inc. employee, husband of
Jane Jones Doe.

VIRGINIA
CHARLOTTESVILLE �Doe, Mr. John

Edward Sr., 81, of Richmond,
a retired XYZ Inc. employee,
husband of Jane Jones Doe.

ELSEWHERE
Doe, Mr. John Edward Sr., 81,

of Rochester, N.Y., formerly
of Richmond, a retired XYZ
Inc. employee, husband of
Jane Jones Doe.
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O B I T U A R Y N E W S S T O R I E S
Sometimes The Times-Dispatch runs obituary news stories on men
and women who, through their work, volunteer activities, or accom-
plishments, have touched the lives of many people. The news staff
decides to write such stories based on a preponderance of informa-
tion given by family, friends, colleagues, the funeral home, and
other sources. Reporters write these headlined stories to conform
to Times-Dispatch style.

Because obituary stories are news stories, information must be
submitted to the newspaper in a timely way, within one or two days
of the death or in time for a story to appear in the paper no later
than the day of the funeral, burial or memorial service.

To write an obituary news story, a reporter must speak with a family
member, a family�s designated representative or other sources to
collect information that will paint a vivid, personal portrait of the
deceased. It is helpful when a family can provide the reporter
with names and telephone numbers of colleagues or friends of
the deceased who are knowledgeable enough to comment on the
deceased�s contributions.

The Times-Dispatch is happy to receive biographical, funeral,
and family contact information from funeral directors by fax at
(804) 649-6888 or by e-mail at newsobits@timesdispatch.com.
All information must be confirmed with a family member or family
representative, however.

Unless the newspaper has a recent photo of the deceased on file,
the reporter will ask for a good photo taken within the last 15-20
years to accompany the story. It is very helpful if the funeral home
can e-mail a photo of the deceased to the newspaper at the same
e-mail address, as some families do not have the technology to get
a photo to the paper quickly. For best photo reproduction, please
follow the guidelines in the �Photos and Emblems� section of this
brochure.

Example of a Headline Obituary:

J.R. Doe, shop
owner, dies at 75

Jeffrey R. Doe, founder and re-
tired owner of A Hole in One
doughnut shop, died of cancer
Wednesday in a local hospital. He
was 79 and lived in Richmond.

The Richmond native opened
the doughnut shop in 1953 and...


